
          Shincliffe CE (Controlled) Primary School 

             Maths: Non negotiables 
 

The Non negotiables are generally the essential elements and ‘basics’ of 

Maths that are crucial for children’s mathematical learning and 

progression. Of course, all areas of Maths are important and valuable but a focus on the 

‘basics’ can help to advance and secure their learning across this subject.  
 

Number Facts: 

Knowledge of number facts and a fluency in using them is a vital part of Maths for each year 

group. Rapid recall of number facts can provide the basic knowledge required for most 

aspects of primary mathematics, including mental and written calculations, fractions, decimals 

and percentages and problem solving. Number facts learned in Maths can also be transferred 

to many other subjects across the curriculum and in ‘real life’ situations.  
 

At Shincliffe CE School we strongly believe that knowing and using number facts can help 

support children’s understanding and progression in Maths.  

The Non negotiables for Year 6 are as follows: 
 

• Multiply and divide integers and decimals mentally by powers of 10  

• Use tables to work with decimals (to 1dp) 

• Use multiplication facts to derive squares of numbers to 12x12  

• Order mixed set of numbers (up to 3dp) 

• Work out simple %  and fractions of whole numbers 

• Work out which fraction is larger/smaller by cancelling common factors 

• Recall equivalences between fractions, decimals and percentages 

• Use appropriate written methods 

• Use pencil & paper methods & mental methods to add & subtract decimals 

• Divide numbers and record the remainder as a decimal to 2dp 

• Round answers to a given degree of accuracy 
 

Obviously, these are number facts which will be taught over the year, but are the 

expectations for most children by the end of Year 6.   
 

Regular continual practice of number facts and times tables is very 

important! We ask pupils and parents of all year groups to make this 

a focus of home learning and homework routine. 

 

 

Thank you for your support and help with this crucial aspect of your child’s learning! 
 

Mr D Tait 


