
 

 

 

 

Weekly Bulletin –20th September 2019 

Headteacher’s Message  

We have enjoyed a busy week in school and term is well under way. Those Year 6 pupils who wish to 
do so are preparing their presentations for election to this year’s School Council positions of Secretary 
and Chairperson. Voting will take place next week. This is one of the many ways in which the pupils 
are able to exercise leadership and responsibility within school. The School Council are elected pupils 
by their classmates.  The School Council comprises two pupils from every class, one girl and one boy, 
from Year 1 to Year 5. Reception class are represented by the Year 1 school council members.  We 
commend all who are standing for election for their enthusiasm in contributing to school life.  
 
We look forward to celebrating Harvest and I draw your attention to the information below regarding 
our collection for the Durham Foodbank.  
 
Best wishes  
Mr Tait  
 
Diary Dates 
 
Thursday 26th September – Year 6 Trip to Eden Camp 
Monday 30th September 10:00am – Harvest Festival – St. Mary’s Church, Shincliffe Village 
Friday 11th October – Progress Reports (Year 1 – 6) 
Monday 14th October – Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday 15th October – Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 16th October – School Photographer 
Thursday 17th October – Y2 George Stephenson Workshop at Beamish Museum 
Friday 25th October – Break up for October half term 
Monday 4th November – Return to school for Autumn Term 2 
Friday 8th November – FOSS Disco (Infants 5.45-6.45 and Juniors 7-8 pm) 
Friday 8th November – FOSS Bags to School 
Monday 11th November- Flu Immunisations (NHS) 
Tuesday 19th November – Y5 Architecture Workshops 
Thursday 21st November – FOSS Christmas Shopping Evening 
Friday 29th November – Y1 Toys Workshop at Beamish Museum 
Saturday 30th November – FOSS Christmas Fair 
 
For a full list of school holiday dates please see the school website.  

Further dates for diary 

Bags to school - Wednesday 3rd June 2020 

Discos - Friday 31st January 2020, Friday 15th May 2020 . Infants 5.45-6.45 and Juniors 7-8 pm 



Easter coffee afternoon - Wednesday 1st April 2020 

Summer Fair - Saturday 27th June 2020 

 

Reading – Key Stage One 

 

From time to time we get queries from parents related to the books that are sent home for their 

children to read.  We continually review our approaches and make use of best practice guidance from 

the Department of Education. Books are carefully matched to the stage of phonics knowledge that 

each child has. That way, children are practising the words and sounds that are phonetically plausible 

for their stage of phonics awareness. Books may be repeated where it is beneficial for pupils to 

practise decoding words. Repetition leads to fluency. Children need to be able to decode words using 

sounds rather than relying on other clues such as picture, images or repeated patterns. The emphasis 

is on pupils gaining secure phonics knowledge in order to enable them to read for fluency and 

pleasure, rather than accelerating through a reading programme. Of course, reading for pleasure and 

being read to by adults are vitally important in enabling children to develop a love of reading. To that 

end we would encourage all parents to continue to read with and to your children.  

 

International Schools Work- Kenya 

Mrs Morgan is leading an exciting new project with Team Kenya and the British Council Connecting 

Classrooms programme to link with Bongu Primary School a rural area in Homa Bay County, Western 

Kenya. As part of the work, we will be grateful to receive donations of pencils and toothbrushes for 

Mrs. Morgan to take out during her exchange visit in October. If you would like to support this work 

please send any donations into school.   

 

Harvest Festival 

This harvest we are collecting food items for ‘Durham Foodbank.’ We hope that you and your 

child/children would like to help support our 2019 Harvest Appeal in liaison with Durham Christian 

Partnership.   

The Foodbank provides short term emergency food to people in crisis locally. Food is given as an 

intervention strategy which allows professionals to put longer term measures in place. We want to 

support our local Foodbank in helping those less fortunate, in particular families and children.  

If you wish to contribute, please send donations of non-perishable food (see list) on Monday 30th 

September for collection.   Everyone is also very welcome to join us at 10:00am on Monday 30th 

September for the Harvest Service at Shincliffe St. Mary’s Church.  If you are able to help us walk to 

church, please contact the school office 0191 3843739. 

A TYPICAL FOOD PARCEL INCLUDES:   

 Breakfast cereals  - Soup   - Pasta 

 Rice   - Pasta sauce  - Tinned bean 

 Tinned meat  - Tinned vegetables - Tinned fruit 

 Tea or coffee  - Sugar   - Biscuits 

 Snacks 



URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS:  

 Sugar   - Tinned fish  - Tinned fruit 

 UHT milk (1 litre)  - Pasta Sauce  - Tinned Rice Pudding 

For further information regarding Durham Foodbank you may visit: www.durhamfoodbank.org.uk 

We hope you can join us for our Harvest celebrations! 

 

 
 

Year 6 Junior Education Programme with Durham Constabulary. 

 

This week a Road Safety Officer visited Year 6 to tell us to “Belt up”.  She told us that most car accidents 

happen within 5 miles of our homes so it is really important that we ALWAYS wear our seatbelt, no 

matter how short the journey is.  We also learned how to wear our seatbelts and the risks involved in 

not wearing them correctly. 

 

Governing Body 

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Stephen Hopper as Parent governor. 

 

The governing body is made up of the following members: 

 

Mr Tait: Headteacher 

Mr Rumbles: Deputy Headteacher 

Fr. Peter Kashouris, Mrs Julie Latham: Foundation 

Mr David Duell: Local Authority 

Dr Kit Erlebach (Chair), Mrs Pat Matthews, Mrs Angela Lee: Co-opted 

Mrs Lisa Clerk, Mrs Sharon Foreman, Mr David Ratnanayagam and Mr Stephen Hopper: Parent 

Governors 

 

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals 

 

Our school receives funding from the Government to cover the costs of providing education. This 

includes all school running costs, such as employing teachers and support staff, books and equipment, 

school building expenses and free school meals. 

The school also receives additional funding known as pupil premium for pupils whose families receive 

certain benefits. All KS1 children (Reception, year 1 and year 2) currently receive a free meal via the 

Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme so you may think why bother completing the form but we 

can only claim the pupil premium if we are aware of parents receiving one of the eligible benefits. 

Even if your child is on a packed lunch the school will still be able to claim the premium if you are 

eligible. 
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It is in all our interests that we bring in as much money as we can to support our school and ensure all 

of our children get the best possible education. To help your child and your school, we can do a very 

quick eligibility check for this additional funding via Durham County Council. 

In order to do this we require some simple information relating to the parent/guardian. 

We ask parents to contact the School Office if they meet the eligibility criteria: 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

• Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods. 

• Income Support  

• Income - based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
income, as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190  

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for 
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
 

 

Christian Values  

We are exploring the value of endurance and worship next week will be led by Mr Tait, Mrs Matthews, 

Fr. Bill and our Key Stage Two pupils. We will be thinking about the ways in which people are able to 

ensure during difficult times and tasks.  

If you would like to receive a copy of the Weekly Bulletin by e-mail please e-mail the school. 

Shincliffece@durhamlearning.net 

The Weekly Bulletins from previous weeks can be found in the parents’ section of the website. 
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