
Spring 1 Week 4 – 1st February 2020 

What have we been learning? 
 

 This week we have been learning more of our digraphs. We have looked at oo, oa, ur and ar. We learnt 
that (like th) the digraph oo makes two different sounds (short oo as in book and long oo as in pool). 
We have tried Magic Stars, marshmallows (oa) and Curly Wurlies (ur)...delicious!  We have been  

          practising writing all of these sounds too and our handwriting is really improving! 
 

 We have been learning all about the Chinese New Year festival this week. We listened to the story of 
how twelve animals had a race to see which order the years would be named after them. We showed 
that we were good at remembering the story because we each wrote a sentence about it afterwards.  

         We have also decorated paper plates in the “Willow Pattern” style, made Chinese New Year cards,  
         coloured in Chinese dragons, made finger puppet rats and decorated biscuit rats (for the Year of the  
         Rat), coloured in Chinese Lions on the PCs and tried eating with chopsticks - the last one was lots of  
         fun but quite tricky! 
 
 

 In Maths we have been adding different amounts of objects and writing number sentences to match  
          using the ‘+’ and ‘=‘ symbols.  We have also been learning to write the number 17 correctly with the  
          help of “Episode 17” from the “Tia Ten Show” on Ten Town. We have started to learn how to count in   
          steps of 10 this week too, by singing along to a very groovy song. Our teachers were very impressed  
          with how quickly we picked up the sequence of counting in 10’s! 
 
 

 
 

Homework 
Literacy 
        - Sounds - especially new sounds oo, oa, ur and ar and practise correct formation of letters. 
        - Reading books - Please continue to comment in your child’s reading record book about their  
          reading progress at home. We really do value your insight and comments (& we aren’t meant to  
          hand out any new reading books without a comment from you about their previous reading books!)  
          Thank you for your continued support. 
       -  Sight words. 
Maths  
         - Practise counting forwards from 1 to 20 and then backwards from 20 to 0. If this is tricky, try  
           counting backwards from 10 to 0 initially and then gradually build up to being able to count back   
           from 20. We are practising counting back from 20 daily in our Maths grouptimes using this website  
           to help us - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShqXL-zfLxY 

Chinese New Year activities... 

A polite request… 
 

In a morning before the gate opens at 8.45am, we seem to have quite a few children from Reception Class 
who are running around both on the drive near to the carpark and also on the grass outside the Year 2  
classroom each day. As cars may still be entering the carpark at this time, we are concerned that a child  
may be hurt and therefore politely request that your child waits with you near to the gate in order to ensure 
their safety. Also, we have some crocus and snowdrops which are just beginning to grow shoots on the 
grassed area and they are in danger of being trampled as the children run around on the grass.  

We thank you for your support in this matter. 


